£
FEEC

Nature Notes

Pajarito

En vironmental
E ducation
Center

Volume 8, Number 2

Y our N ature C enter in Los A lamos

S pring 2009

PEEC, Mail: POBox 547
Los Alamos,NM 87544
5056620460
www.PajalitoEEC.org
Location 3540 Orange S.
Open Tu-F, 12-4, Sa., 10-1

Board of Directors
President, Chick Keller
Vice-pres., Bedky Sharkland
Secretary, Felicia Orth
Treasurer, Natali Steinberg
Robert Dryja

Hedy Dunn

Terry Foxx

John Hogan

Jennifer M acke

Peter OORurke

Sdvi Viswanathan

Y outh Advisory Board
Nuria Clodius
Lindy Jacobs

Advisory Board
Robert Gibson

Debbie Gill
Suze Havemam
John Hofmann
John Hopkins
Craig Martin
Dick Opsahl
Susan Mack
Min Park
Cheryl Pongratz

Newsletter Editors,

Esta Lee Albright,

Heather Burke

Webmaster, Jennifer M acke
Program Coordinator,
Branden Willman-K ozimor
Administrative Assistant,
Diane Noveroske

President's Message

by Chick Keller

Spring is fag approaching and with it
an increased numbe of programs ha take
us and our childreninto the ait-of-doors.
Already thefirst flowers arebloomng on
the WhiteRodk Canyonrim.

The two ealiest are from the cdery
family (Apiaceae) BindianParsley
(Cymopterus bulbosus) andSpring
Parsley with its perhas nore faniliar
hispanc name, Chimaja (Cymopterus
acaulis varnety fendleri). The displayat
PEEC, O What's Blooming Now,O has
othersto belooked fa in the caming
month, such asEader Daisy and Dakota
Verbena Both may appea in White
Rod andontheslopesof thecaryonon
the Red Dot Trail. The birdsare also
arriving BFeb.29 sawWhite-throated
Swifts whizzing dong the rim of White
Rod Canyon. Now, whenwill we seehe
first vultureandhearthe firstBroad-
Tailed Hunmingbird? Call in andlet us
know your sightings.

PEEC hasother new ectivities. We
plansoonto set upasmall greenhouse.
This will allow two efforts Bstarting
plantsfor the childrens gardenand
experinentingwith how to grow our
native plarts fromseedor cuttings. If the
latter is siccessfly PEECwill be offering
seedling of native plarts forsale.
Anyoneinterestedn hdping with this, by
all meansget intouchwith Brandenor
Diane atPEEC.

On amore steringnae, FEECs lease
with the Los Alamos Shods for our
spacecomes p for reneval ata Shod
Board Meeting April 14th. Theschods

are very postive about PEEC but are
also dtenpting to copewith the Iess of
classroms duing theupcaming
renowations.

PEEC hasofferedits dassroonto
the schoolsin the daytime (PEEC would
useit evenings ard weelends)to hdp,
andso we bdieve areneval of ourlease
is agoad posdbility. But it would help
ever somuchif satisfiedand
enthugastic FEEC use's would contact
school board menbersto put in a good
word for our stayng in the pesent
facilities.

One itemof noteis themarked
energy savngs ou insdation program
hasmacde. Mat Dickens of the County
Utilities has measured our erergy usage
andreportsthat air heatingbill may
have beenreduced by as much ashalf
dueto theinsuation intheceiling and
insulatingblinds forthe rorthfacing
windows Thus PEC seens tobe
achieving agoaod resut from its
demonstration of how to retro-fit old
buildings for erergy efficiency.

Put Earth Day activities onyour
calenda. Lotsgoingon Stopby and
visit with usat FEEC.

Chick andYvonneKeller

InT his Issue;

Supplement: Earth Day Celebratiors.
Insert: Programs for sgring.
Endangredspeciesroadunne and
hawk, salamander seed, sunmer canps
andkidsO avities.
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C omments on the Value of Getting O utside
Learningin Nature's Classroom

The Nature Odyssey Summer Science Camp and
Living Earth Adventure Program* are unique
opportunities for young people to become immersed in
nature and learn with talented and enthusiastic
environmental educators. With classrooms ranging from
the riverbeds and canyons of the Rio Grande Valley to
the headwaters of the Jemez River on the Valles Caldera
National Preserve, there is no better place to explore the
environment in Northern New Mexico. It is our goal that
all students who participate in these programs will take
an enthusiastic interest in the natural world. Besides, it’s
a great deal of fun!

—Branden Willman-Kozimor

influence on their lives. As fewer wild places are left
and children have fewer opportunities to explore those
that remain, what does this mean for the future
generation of natural scientists? Experiences in nature
also make us aware and appreciative of its beauty,
mystery, and complexity. Without opportunities to gain
this appreciation, are we also at risk of, or have we
already lost, humanity’s stewardship ethic toward the
environment?" -selected by Esta Lee Albright

In a recent editorial by Leon Lederman and Shirley
M. Malcom in the March 6, 2009, issue of Sciencel
was reminded of the importance of PEEC’s work,
“science must move to center stage. President Obama
has recognized the challenges of recruiting and
compensating science and mathematics teachers and of
making science, as in post-Sputnik

= NATURE ODYSSE

vé&

s Living Earth Adventure Program

Contact PEEC at 662-0460 or www.PajaritoEEC.org for more information

years, a more integral, inspirational
part of national culture. Now we
turn such far-reaching national
vision into grassroots reality . . .
think of expanding by orders of
magnitude the numbers of retired
scientists and engineers currently
working with teachers and students
in schools, or in museums and
science centers . . . scientists
advocating for science education to
mayors, school boards,
superintendents and supporting
implementation with principals,
teachers and students." Through
PEEC, those of us at the grassroots
levels are helping to bring this
vision to reality. Join us by
supporting PEEC in any way that

*Go to PEEC’s web site (www.PajaritoEEC.org) to
learn more about each session, read participants’
opinions, and find out how to register.

Why Do C hildren N eed Field E xperiences?

"Children and students of all ages have fewer
opportunities to go on field trips to nature centers, to
parks, and on boats, due to the cost and the concerns
over liability and risk. For a scientist these trends are
extremely worrisome," writes scientist Ellen Prager, in
Chasing Scienceat Seag University of Chicago Press,
2008, p. 151. "My colleagues unanimously agree that the
opportunity to experience nature firsthand as a child
strongly influenced their decision to become a scientist
... Whether it was investigating tide pools with their
family, running wild in the woods, or taking part in a
class trip, early experiences in the field had a profound
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you can. -Michele
Altherr

PE E C Interprets OBeirg OutsideO

Whether it’s a class, a hike, a lecture, summer camp,
or just browsing through the nature center, PEEC offers
natural history that enhances experiences, builds
listening and observation skills, and piques curiosity.
When you become a member or sign our visitors’ book
you are helping us collect data that will be useful when
we apply for grants or otherwise raise funds. For
instance, in 2008, PEEC offered 80 programs and 2695
people attended (1688 children and 1007 adults).
Numbers of people who came to the center have grown
steadily: 2311 in 2006, 2633 in 2007 and 3727 in 2008.
To ensure these programs and keep the center open five
days a week, volunteers gave 2593 hours.

— Diane Noveroske and Esta Lee Albright !
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C omical B ird Watching

Th e S tandoff
by Terry Faxx

Overthe 30 as that Ihave lived in White Rock,

| have rarely seen aroadrunner. But oneseems D
have taken up residence in our naghborhood. Last
springwe spotted him runningt full speed dow
Glenview Drive right into our yard. Wequckly
surmised he was being chased by a hawk Bbut only a
small sharp-shinned té, only half his size.
Nevetheless, thelase vas on and theoad unner
was ing what road runners do® unning! Thistime
hewas running as if hislife dgpended on it.

An apple e in ourtback yard hal not \et leaéd
out, but was garled and denswith brantes. That
is exactly whete the padrunne healed, ridt under
the apple e wth the hawk nedy on his tail. The
hawk ofcoursedid not follow pursuit under the &e
The roarunnertook up refug in the top of the teg
shelterd bythe braches. Th&awk sétled on the
fence right nextto that tree.

The standdflasted br overan hour. The
roadrunner eyed the hawk, and thehawk patiently
waited pr the rodrunnerto ge out of the tree The
standoff was kroken when andéghborOssat began to
appro&h the havk.

That rodrunnerstayed in our @ple treefor a
least anothehour. When heirially decidel it was
sde, he ran back down Genview Drive, every so
often lookingover his shoulder.

The rodrunner(Geococcyx californianus) is
relaed to the cukoos. This larg gound-dwding
bird is 20-24 inches long with along, mabile tail,
sturdylong legs, and strdeed plumag. k has a blue
or red streak bleind the eg. Thebird car run 15
miles per hour and flies anly when necessaly. It eats
srekes, lizards, and smal birds

Roadrunneis a favoite chaacte in catoons, but
long bédore that the rodrunnerwas ahero in vaious
Native American gories.

A Native Anerican storygives Roadrunnethe
hero status fobringng fire. Thestorygoes that
when the wrld was nev, the peopleeturnel from
the hunt to find their firddad gne out. Thewnsked
Roadrunneto quicklygo to Lightning God, keper of
fire, and get a fre stick. Roadrunmeagedd but the
god refused to @e him a lightningstick. But

becaise Roadrunnas quick, he gabbeal a stick and
placel it on his back and saigd avay as lightning
God shot fire mows. Roadimner®beautiful
feahers on his hehwere burnt off his eyes wee red
from the smoke,ra his back wasinge brown. Bit
Roarunner out-ran the fire arrows and managed to
bring fire back to the peopleand that is whye
appears as he does taday: red eyes, a short topknat,
and streaked brown feathers.

The sha-shinned haw (Accipiter striatus) is a
smdl woodlandrgptar (9 - 13inches long). Itisa
common visitor to bird feeds, not for sed but for
the sed-eders. This habit of huntinground bird
feeders ha been a explanation for seeg fewe birds
in hawk waches. hstead of migatingsouth, they
may stay near the dgpendable food saurce of smal
birdsat bird feeders.

Ths bird can fly through brushy confines andis
quick and swift. Theharpshinned and Coop®s
hawks ae similar in cloration, but the GharpieOis
smdler. The sharp-shinned has asquare tal, while
the CoopethawkOsitas more ounded.

After the havk young leave thenest, adults pass
food to the pungin mid-air. Theyhover biefly and
kick the prey outward sothefledgings an captureit.
|

Sources:

Handbook of Native American Myths, Dawn EBasian and
Judith K. Mitchell, 2004.

North American Birds, Realer®d Digeg, 1990.

All About Birds, www.birds.oornell.edu, Cornell
Laboratory of Ornithology.

The Sibley Guide to Birds, David Allen Sibley, 2000.

, | |
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E ndangeredin New M exico

T he Jeme Mountain S alamandaer

by Jennfer Macke

The Jerrez Mountain
sdamander (Plethalon
neonexicanis) is asmall
woodlandsalananderthat lives
in themountairs surrandirng
the Valles Caldera. This
salamanderbelong tothe genus
Plethadon whichincludesatota Drawing byG.Harris
of 55 speciesall in North America.Sone rea@rs nay
be familiar with its relative, the redbacled slamander
(Plethaoncinereug, whichis avery conmonand
widespreadspeciesn the easterrhalf of the United
States.In cantrast tothewide distribution of thered-
backed salamander, the range of the Jemez Mountain
salamanderis very small, with thespeciesonly existirg
in very speific habitats wthin asmall geogaphicalarea
(seemap page 5).

TheJemez Mountain sdaamandey like allmemnbers @
its family, lacks lungs ard instead obtains oxygendiredly
throudh itsskin. Sinceits skn senes asts only bredhing
organ the skin hasto be very thin and mug stay moistin
order for respration to occur. Desccaion is quickly
fatal, andthusthe séamanderrequiresa c@l moist
envronment atall times.

How can a moisture+equiring sdamander survivein
New Mexco?

Several details of the anmal's habitat dlow its
sunival here This flamanderis foundin mixed conifer
ard sprucefir forests above 7,200 feetin very specific
microhabitat conditions. Preferred microhabitat is
generallychaacterizd by relatively high humidity and
sdlsthatlie above a spedfic type of rock. Cracksin hard
rock allow thesalananderto tale refuge urdelground
where cal moist canditionsareavailable year round.
Theydona live inareas haracteried by tuff rock. They
occuronly in shadywooded sites particdarly steep
northfacingslopes thahawe agoodcover ofsoil ard
plant debris. They have keen found at altitudes alove
11,000 feet. Thus, tley arerestrictedto ory thecoolest
ard mog moistureretentive microhabitats that existin
this area

Anather characteristic that dl ows the survival of this
sdamander here is its reprodudtive strategy. Salamanders
of thegenusPlethalon do nat require sanding water in
orderto repoduce. Their egys arelaid on lard, andthe
embryos mass thoudh thelarval stag while still inside
the egys. Thus these sdamarders canlivein areaswhere
there ae nobadies d water ofanykind. An interesting
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fact is that no one has ever seen a clutch of eggs of this
speciesn thewild. Most likely, the egs aredepaited
undeground perhapsn therocky cracks urdeiground
where thesalanandertakes refge muchof thetime.

How did this salamarder get here?

Looking at the distritution of the genusPlethadon, it is
clea thatthe Jenez salamarde wasnhot agedogically
Orecent@rrival. It is aslow-moving creatue thatcanna
cover large distances in the course of itslife, so it didn't
walk herefrom anearbypgpulation It hasno nearby
relatives fromwhichit coud have recatly ewlved.Sohow
did it endup here?

Thedistributionof this salanandertells ussomnething
abou pastclimate clanges inNorth America.Members @
the genusPlethadonoccur on bath the eastem and wedern
sidesof the cortinent.Interestinty, some otker goupsof
anmals with alow dispersal ability aso have this patern
(certain piders,for exanple). It is likely thatperiodsof
cool, wet climate allowed for the spread of these animals
aaossthe continent and that plethodorntid sdamanders were
oncewidespreadn the Sauthwest.In cantrast,periodsof
warmer climate were assciatedwith restrictionsin the
animals'ranges tosmall areasof sutable tabitat.Becaise
separatiorof a sgecies ito isdated wnits fogers the
ewlution of tha spedes intomultiple ssparatespeciesdrier
hotterperiodsin the geologc pag probably producedthe
aburdanceof speciedoundin the ggnusPlethadon. The ha
dry climate ofthe Suthwest within historic times tas lept
the Jerez Mountain sdgamanderrestrictedto its small niche
of sutable habitat. This speciesenes asa reninderthat the
climate of the Southwed hasnot dways beenaswe know it.

Why is this salamarder an endangered specie®

In the state of New Mexico, the Jenez Mountain
salamanderis listedas anendangeredspeciesThe reasn
that thespeies isconsiceredendamgeredis desribedas
habitatloss,degadationandfragmentation.The lossof
habitathasbeenlargely theresult d logging andfires.
Howe\er, the underlying reasan for the vulnerability of this
sdamander is its restricted range of suitable habitat. Even
beforehuman inpacts this salananderwasholding out
within small Oisladsof sutable habitat. This salamander
appearsto neal avery specific gedogy and fored coverin
orderto suvive inNew Mexico.

Theforests vith known populatins d this salanander
are now protected from further logging. Future threats to this
salamanderincludeanyothea changes tha may further the
lossof its habitat. Fireis an everpresen darger, asit
destrog bah thetreecanopy, which keepsan aea cwol, and
the ground cover that the sdamander usesfor refuge. There
wasa daunenteddecreasén the ppulatin of these
salamanderdollowing theDome Fre of 1996



Othe threatscome fromhuman inpacts,
suchas climate clange ard theuseof land

€ William Jones 2009

for recration.
Qur regon of New Mexicois host toa
nunber d threateed and endargered e
speciesandthesespeies areall desening
of our protection. The Jenez Mountain
salananderis truly alocal tresure.
References \
Vietites, DR, Min, M-S, Wake, DB. 2007. X
Proealings of the National Academy of \
Sdences, USA. 104(0):1990319907.

Nieman,M. 2004. New Mexico Wildlife. —

49(3):11-13.

Biota Informaton System of New Mexico
(BISON-M), New Mexico Game and Fish.
Accessed Mrch 12 2009. http://www.bison-
m.org/

The mapshows the presentag range of all % salanarders of the geraiPlethodn. The Jemez

Plethodon neomexicanuy

Mourtain Sahmander (Plethadon neanexi@anus) is vey geograhically isolated from allother
salamarders of its linege.

En dangered, Threatened, Extirpated, What!
By Eda Lee Albright

When ChalesDarwin wasborn in 1809, peple
mostly believed that thekind of organisns theysawon
earth lad dways been Fere a always would be.Since
then DawinOgheay hasshakenthe world and till is in
controwersy. Andwe now arelosingsone organisns that
kept going ahundredyeas &fter his birth, pethgpsdueto
naturaldisastersbut mostly to manOsegigence. Not
until the 20" certury did we realizz naure catainsmany
delicatesystens ard renoval of oneorganismmay
seriouslyupset thebalarce. Far instarce, the declineof
prairie dbgs ha impactedblackfootedferrets,burrowing
owls, ferruginous hawks, golden eajles, mountain
plovers,rattlesnaks anl sdamanderghat freqient
prairie dbg towns.

Early New Mexicansinheritedoneof theriches
wildlife faunasof what would becone theUnited States.
Among the 50 states, New Mexico rarks 2™ for its
original number of native bird species(492) and 3¢ for its
original numbers @ native manmals (19) ard repiles
(98). With anadditioral 69fish speciesand25
anphibiars, pristine New Mexico onceharbored 835
vertebrate species

Now, in New Mexico, 14 pant sgecies ad 27 animal
speciesare emnlangredand2l speciehawe disppeard
from New Mexico. Some ofthesemight beterned
Oextirpated andone nd. What dothesewords mean?

Extirpated means that a species has disappeared from a
specificarea lot still exists inothe areasAmong speies
tha nolonge occur in NM are the grizzly bear, mink, sage
grouse, and Colorado river cutthroat trout.

Extinct meansthat a speciesno longer exists anywhere
in theworld and hasho chane ofever returiing; it is lost
forever. Of course the dinosaurs that were here are extinct,
but © aretheNew Mexico shap-tailed gouse the
MerriamOsk, and hot springs cotton rat

Endangered meansin danger of extinctionthrowghout
all ora significantportion of its rang. Exanples: junping
meadowmouse,de®rt bichornsheep Mexican gay wolf,
borealowl, Jenez Mountain séaamander,andGila chib.

Threatened meansit is likely to becone anendangered
speciewithin theforeseeale future.

Exanples: vhitessidedjackabbit, Americanmarten,gray
andBellOwireos,Pecs pupfish, CostaOsunmingbird, and
two snails.

Gradualandmostly umoticedlossof New Mexico
wildlife, large ard small, jegpardizesimportan reaeationd,
commercial,social,aestletic ard cutural values.A total of
884,000 people (residents ard nonredderts) paticipatedin
hunting, fishing, obsening, feedingandphotogaphingNew
Mexico wildlife in 2001. Among New Mexicans,1%o
hunted 35% fished and 45% dsened,fed a photogaphed
wildlife.

(Continuedon page7)



Famly N ature C onnection: Planting D rupes

From Seed to T ree
by Michele Altherr

If you think about it, the kitchenis agood placto
find seeds. Just ths pas week you might have eaten
bears, cucumbers, strawberries ard apples Soon youdll
be @le toeatcherriesapricds andpeahesfresh fran
our locd fruit trees. These fredh fruits and vegetades all
have seeds. With same you eat the seeds ard with
othersyou donOtWhen you eat apeach you might tos
the pit into the compost bin after you gobble down itOs
deliciousfleshypart. Next time, try saung thepit and
growing it into atree. The pitis actwally ahardcoat ttat
protects the seed inside and is dso called the stone. In
naturethe stme will eventuallybre&k open and the sed
insidewill germinate @ spraut. This tales alongtime,
so you probaly wonOt ant towait for this tohapgen
naturally You cansped p things bybre&ing open the
hard coa and getting out the seed hidden inside Next,
getapot andfill it to within aninch of the top with
pottingmix. Firm down the sdl andwater it. Then
placethe sed m topof the sdl and cower it with hdf an
inch of potting soil. Pat dawn the sdl and water gntly.
Finally, place your pot inawarmsumy window and
keepthe sd moist wntil the seedgerninatesandgrows

Interegingy, apeachis called adrupe. They are
fruits with alayer of skin, afleshy middle, and ahard
innershell o store. Theyusually hawe orly ore sed.
All sorts d wildlife, including birds squirrelsandbears,
eat drupes. Can you think of other drupes? (Some
ansvers: clerries,nectaring, plums, almonds gpricots,
awcada, cocoruts aml dives.) !

B ags, Bears, Seeds and E arth D ay
Y oung Peaople and Cre ativity at PEEC

by Michele A Itherr

The Kinnikinnick Club is PEECOs afteschod
emvronmental grvice leariing club for kids ingrades4
- 7, andtheyhawe been \ery busy thisyear. The kds
continted their work onthePlasticBag Free Los
Alamos Ganpaign. Their clayanimationfilm abaut
pladic bags pdluting alovely meadow, and reusable
bags caning to the resue,delutedat theReelDeal
Theater. Thankyouto Katie GDDonell for helgng us
to make thispossilbe. Then, tke menbers rénvestedhe
money they raised at their bake sde during last yea (3
EarthDay Festival in the kag canpaign. Theyusal the
fundsto print stickers with the canpaign logo ard
deliveredtheseto many of our downtown merchars.
The kds a%ed the mercharits topostthe sticlers asa

reminderto custoners tousetheir retsablebags.
Recently the club received good news from Jom Roberts
at theLos Alamos SnithOs BodandDrug Stae. During
the 52 weeks d the campdgn, 865,170 fewer plastic bags
were givenout. This equatesto 432 casesLESS in
pladic bags making it to our landfill.

This past Christmas the Kinnikinnick Club members
hudded atsideSmithOs odandDrug Stae, sang
songs, andsoldbaked gpods Theycortributedthese
funds,$250, to the WorldWildlife Fundfor the
protectionof polarbears. Theclub menbers fdlowed
this up by creating poems, games and activities for a
childrenOsyuide to the new PEEC Nature Trail that wil l
be dedcated during PEECOsgEarth Day Fedival on April
25",

For Earth Day 2009, the Kinnikinnick Club kids are
working on three projeds. They are preparing an Earth
Day gift for over 1200 elenentarystucents. Los Alamos
studerts will receive apaclkage ofsunflower seed ard a
flier abaut planting for wildlife. Hopefuly, kids inLos
Alamos will plant their seés,which not orly will be
beautifd, but alsoprovide far theneedsof wildlife. Also
in preparationfor EarthDay, the menbers dessedas
various animds from the Tree of Life and made afilm,
which will advertise ou conmunity Eath Day festival
on April 25", It will be aired & theReelDeal Theater.
Ladly, the members are putting final touches on their
handmadepapermachebows whichwill be awctioned
off at our Party-for-PEEC. All proceeds will berefit
PEECOghildren@ programs* We hope to seeyou there
in suypportof PEEC.

As summer gpproadhes, the kids look forward to
puttingtheirenerges intotheir organic \egetablegarden.
Look for more tocone fromthesetalentedandmotivated

youngpele.

[ This summer join the PEEC Kinnikinnick Club for R

kids #

SRy
gardening

Learn to grow vegetables and flowers from
seeds * Watch as worms turn our food * scraps
into fertilizer * Make garden art from recycled
materials * Eat what you grow!

*Inadditionto
the OKEIlubO
PEECOghildren®
progamns inclue
Critter Club (for
grades 1 - 3),
Nature Playtime
for Prescloolers,
sunmmer canps,
specia programs
andclasses.See

LR 2R IR-JR- - 2R JR-JR- N2 2R JR- R BN -2 IR0 - ]

Grades 4-6-Wednesdays 10-11:30 am
Classes begin June 3rd - $30 registration

sign up soon! space is limited!

the OFbgramso Register by calling 662-0460 or online at http://
pagein this www.pajaritoeec.org
newsletter ad the T R R R Y
web site, AR

. D g PB) a
www.PapritoEEC. Mg e 8
org, for more. !
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(Threatenel.... Cortinuedfrom page 5

The commercial value of New Mexico wildlife is
substantial. Expenditures for wildlife related activities in
New Mexico in 2001 exceeded a billion dollars.
Nonresidents enjoying wildlife spent much more than 60
million dollars in our state in 2001! Beyond
recreational and commercial values, wildlife are
celebrated and enjoyed in art, literature, music and
religion in New Mexico.
Primary source for this article was the web site for Animal
Protection of New Mexico: “Vanishing Wildlife of New
Mexico - A Legacy of Neglect,” by James A. Bailey, 2003.
Others: NM Game and Fish Biota Information System,
Amigos Bravos, U.S. Endangered Species Act of 1973.

Sc ience Fair Awards

by Jennifer Macke
Each year, PEEC awards small cash prizes to science
fair projects that we feel are good examples of research
related to the natural world around us. PEEC
congratulates ALL Los Alamos science fair participants
for a very interesting 2009 district science fair! From
among the array of interesting projects about nature and
the environment, it was not easy to choose just seven.
This year's PEEC awards were given to the following
students.
SeniorDivision

Nathan Clements — Fishing Pressure on Trout
Populations in No. New Mexico Streams and Lakes

Junior Division
Daniel Ahrens — Does Noise Pollution Bug Insects?
Jenna Erickson — Traveling Turtles
Amanda Mercer — Should you Change your Bulbs?

Elemenary Division
Mrs. Altherr's class at Mountain School — Snail
Response to Stimuli
Rebecca Davis — Butterfly or Moth?
Isabelle Runde — How Picky is Algae About Its Water?
o3

Reporting Bird Sighti ngs

by Esta Lee Albright

It is spring migration time, so look for familiar
returning birds and some exciting, unusual ones. We
hope you’ll phone PEEC or send an e-mail (see the
cover of this newsletter) with your sightings. A “white
board” in the nature center records local sightings that
are reported to us. PEEC’s Administrative Assistant,
Diane Noveroske, is an avid birder and quite helpful.
The PEEC web ste has a nature guide to local birds that
offers a printable bird list, beautiful photos (most of
them by Hari Viswanathan) and detailed information.

On the board in March are the following notes:

Sandhill Cranes: continuously since about 2/22/08

Red Crossbills: White Rock Canyon: 3/12/09

White Throated Swifts: start of Bayon Bench: 3/12/09

Mourning Doves: White Rock 3/16/09

Say's Phoebe: White Rock 3/16/09

Check the board so you’ll know where to look; when

Sandhill Cranes are migrating north, they tend to pass over

White Rock, North and Barranca Mesa in beautiful flocks

with their unique calls.
Almost local is the v

Randall Davey Audubon

Center in Santa Fe,

where sightings also can

be reported. Trails and

information are featured

in the center and

surrounding acreage.

www.nm.audubon.org

Going a bit wider, the

New Mexco

Ornithological Sodety is restructuring its web site at

www.nmbirds.org. The home page has a place to click

for their hotline. Pinonjay@ad.com is the e-mail

address for reporting your sightings to that list, which then

is passed on to other sites.

The site also has information about publications and
activities. The Bird Records Committee was formalized in
1994 to “evaluate and archive records of unusual bird
species that occur in New Mexico.”

With a slightly different mission, www.ebird.org
tries to maintain lists of species, numbers and diversity.
You can send your sightings and pull out your list each
season to aid your own tracking records. Information goes
to the publication, North American Birds, too.

Not particularly a place for individual reporting,
newsworthy sightings from all over the world, publication
notes, name change alerts, and Rare Bird Alerts from state
and regional lists are gathered at www.birdingonthe.net
( notice the placement of the periods.) Rare Bird Alerts
are by region or state. Scrolling down to WEST: NM,
there was, for example, a New Mexico Bird Report for
3/2/09, by county or region. In Santa Fe, there were
sightings of a purple finch and a northern shrike, on
Sandia Crest, a three-toed woodpecker, and at Cochiti
Lake a mew gull and a Thayer’s gull.

The site provides unusual links: “The Birding
Community E-Bulletin” has conservation reports. There’s
fun from quizzes, “Birds in Science,” and photos at
/Isdenceblogscom/grr Iscientist. Links can be

authoritative or personal, and that applies to birding, too.
Sandhil cranes photo by E.Albright 03



http://www.birdingonthenet.com.
http://www.nm.audubon.org
http://www.nmbirds.org.
mailto:Pinonjay@aol.com
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PEEC

Pajarito Environmental Edation Center
3540 Orange St.

P.O. Box 547

Los Alamos, NM 87544

PEEC This Week
weekly edmail alerts about
clas®s,evens, naure and
the envionment Anyone
who hasan email accaint

canrecave them. To stat,
send a messae to
Webmaser@PajartoEEC.org.
Theseweekly e-mail alerts dways
include PEEC activitiesand
local information about nature.
Y ou also can contribute appropriate
notices, obsenations a questions.

Contact PEEC:

* Attend classes, lectures,
programs, events.
* Visit the Nature Center.

General Membership $35
Livin g Lightly $20
Non-Profit Sponsor $75

1 Newsletter and PEEC This Week for up to 3
organization nembers.

* Sign up for PEEC This
Week.

$60

Benefits of membeship plust-shirt or canvas
shopping bag.

Penstenon

Volunteer in many ways.

« Donate. Sunflower $10(
° Exchange light bUIbS. :’]egs;;sgatt));/eplus addtional t-shirt or canvas
e Join LA Green. , ,
R 1 int trid Wwild | ris Donor $250
* Recycle printer cartridges.
y . P . g Benefits above plus Muench coffeetable bodk.
* Stop using plastic bags.
Skyrocket Gilia Donor ~ $500

Shop in our store.

We will contact you to determine how ©
recognizethis generots level ofdonation.

Become a member: use
the form or web site,

plus much more at

www.PajaritoEEC.org

Wood Lily Donor
$1000

We will contact you to determine how ©
recognizethis generots level ofdonation.

Joining Is Easy!

PRESORTE
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
LOS ALAMOS, NM
PERMIT NO. 152

Tear off this form, fill it out, and
mail it in with your check

Doit today! Thank yau.

Name(9:

Address

Phone:

Number in Household:

E-mail:

______ Pleag mntact me about volunteeing.
PEEC isa non-profit 501(c)3
organization.

Donations are tax-deduwctible.

kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk k%

Mail chedsto:
PEEC
PO Box 547
Los Alamos NM 8754
Att: Membership

dkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk Kk


http://www.PajaritoEEC.org
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