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Fresiclcnt’s Message

by Chick Kdler

This ismy first messag toyou
all, and | wish youa gpodNew
Yearfull of rich experiencs,
hopédully sone ofthemwith our
naura world. As| walk our trails
ard back roads | am constartly
struckby thebeautyof ourland
ard itsinhabitants. My attertionis
usuallydividedbetweenlooking
down for plarts andup for birds. |
noticethe weathemwith our
amazing douds ard deep buesky,
andthe season astheypas, each
subdding into the next in
accustoned siccessia.

Our nights alsatell the passing
of time asconstellatims ®ntinue
to risein theeastandfadein the
west. Ove the yeas these have
becone faniliar, ard | greet eab
asyouwould an old friend come to
stayfor a while.

All of this isof course vy you
suwpport PEEC, which is such a gift
to our community, constartly
cdling atertionto our rich wild
world, firstjust fa itself but also
as akind of antidote tothestresses
of therest of our lives | know this
becase d yourtremendaus
resporse toPEEC. So many of
you give nore than the reqiested
duesand volunteer to help or tell
us d opporturities forfurthering
ourwork. Duetothis respnse
PEEC hasgrown asthey sayby
leaps ard boundsin attenpting to
save the community. Our primatry
work is in edwationof our

children, but our adult programs are
very well atterded aswell.

To keepup with you andyour
wishes,every year EEECs Boardof
Diredors holdsaone-day retreat where
we standbackandtake alook at what
we are doing and ask where we wart to
go. Our Advisory Committee also
keeps us grounded ard hdpsusto
understand the businesscommunity
andCounty asprations.

In suceceding issuesof Nature
Notes | will highlight some of PEEC's
work, but thistime | will insteadask
for your hdp. LosAlamosPublic
Schmls have gaciouslyprovidedour
building space, but we mug constartly
justify our value totheschods. Our
currernt threeyea leaseis up this
spring, and we will be asking for it to
be renewed fa five years. The
outgoing Schod Board wasvery
impressad with PEEC, but we wil |
hawe nev peoge toconvnce,from the
Interim Superintendent and board
presidemnto two newbaoard members.
You canhelpby talking to any of these
peope you can. Hearingfrom the
community is a powerful way to help
PEEC continue its work for you dl.

Meanwhile,
take the time
to walk out
into aur
surrourding
woods and
enjoy them.



http://www.PajaritoEEC.org

For First Th rough Third Grade Children

CCritter Club,0 4:30 - 5:30 pm, Mondayice a
month,bednning Feb. 2. TeacherZoe AnnaDuran
writes: @ am an Invertebrate Biologist
with the Valles Cddera Trug and will

~ beintroducing "bugs" a the first
meeting. From then on | would like to
focus on anew citter eaxh week that
the kids arenterested in. Hogelly we
will learn aout thar role in ther
ecoswtem and do some fumadts, games, etc.,
that involve that animal.O

$30/year Regster your T throuch 3° grades
now.!

Hel p the Kinnikinnicks Sa ve Polar B ears

by Michele Altherr

Despte beirg snaved ou of their firstattenpt, the
menbers & PEEC's Kinnikinnick Nature Qub braved
icy coldwinter weatherto hdd abalke saleandraise
moneyto donde tothe WorldWildlife Fundfor the
protectionof polarbears.

According to the WWF,"As aresult d global
warming, sa iceis melting earlierandforming later
ead year, leaving polar beas less tme to hunt As
their ice habitat shrinks, skinnier and hungrier beas
face a grave challenge to their survival.”

So spread out on ared drapedtable outside Smith@
werehomemadecooklies,cupc&es,fudge ard
caranels reag for sale.A giant plar kear sabnthe
table hading adonation jar. And earth-friendly carols
written andsungby members geetedshoppers.The
club menbers athusiatically went alout their taskof
talking to peope abat thesunival of the lar bear
while selling sweets toappeciative clstoners.
Mothers pitched in too. As aresut the club wasable
to raise$195toward treir $50 goal.

If you weent able to attend the ka saleand
would like to donate, there is awhite furry jar in
PEEC's labby to d'op mmey into ar you can mal
PEEC a chdcwith a memo as to wh# is for.

The Kinnikinnick Club is anafterschod
emvronmental nvice leariing club for kids ingrades
4 -7, spansoredby the Pajarito Enironmental
EducationCerter. Thekids intheclub started tle
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"Plastic BagFree Los Alamos" canpaign, go on outdoa
excursims,andin the summer leam about sugainabe
agiculturewhile growing anorganic \egetablegarden.
To find aut more doutthe clb, call PEEC 662-04600r
on the web at www.PajaiitoEEC.org. !

Stories inthe Sky

Night Sy Tdk and Staies0Jan.28, 6-7 pm: a
PEEC Wnter Wednesdalecture in the Badbury
ScienceMuseum this the. FREE

2009 is the International Year of Astronomy. In
conjunctionwith the Bradbuy SdenceMuseum PEEC
is pleasedto kick off our Winter Wednesday series with
an e/eningof planetariun stargazng andstoriesabou
starswith Tery Foxx. Terry is on the Board of Diredors
for PEEC, teaches wildflower classes and is awell-
known botanistandartist. Her creantials @ astoryteller
also ae fanmous.This prgramtakes pace atthe
Bradoury SdenceMuseum FREE

Pleas note the program will be at the museum and will
begin a 6 p.m.

OThenternatioml Year d Astronony 2009 (I'YA 2009
hasbeenlauncled ty thelnternatioml Astrononical
Union (IAU) under the theme "The Universe yours to
discower". IYA2009marks the400thanriversaryof
Galileo Gallilei's first astrononical obsenationthroud a
telescope in 1609, an event that changed astronomy
forever.1lYA2009will be a dobal celebratiorof
astronaony andits contribution to sodety andculture,
with strongenphasison educdaion, public participation
andthe involverment d youngpele, andwith events &
nationd, regonal, andglobal levels. Many thousandof
individuds in over 130 countriesaround the world are
alreadyinvolved,forming the
world's largest ever astronomy Rz I=REINAIS 2=
network. IYA2009will portray RESISIEERESRSIEISIeN S
astronany asa pecefulglobal
scientific enxdeawr thé unites
agronomersin an internationd,
multicultural family of
sdentists, working together to
find answers tosomne ofthe
most fundanental qiestiors
that umankind has eer
asked.G- from thel YA2009

websiteat AST ONOMY

www.agronomy2009.0rg . ! 2009



http://www.astronomy2009.org/

A New Forest in Los A lamos

by Mountain School 6" Gradeof 2007,
John Hoganand BrandenWillmanKozimor

OHae you ever walked a1 theMitchell Trail after the
Cerro Grande fire of 2000? A lot of people think there
are no more trees living there. We thought so too urtil
MountainSixth Gradewent ona fieldtrip ard cdlected
data tofind out how manytreesare gowing thereO ®
begns anarticlewritten by students vho hawe firsthand
experierwe with aforest reoveringfrom fire. But the
story begns afew yeas eatlier.

Afterthefire, which beganin May, 2000, there were
variousefforts toreplan burned-over areas The first
trees pantedin the Mitchell Trail areathe firstplanted
anywhere inthe lurn, were pantedby stucents fran
Mountain Schoolin thefall of 2000, working with the
Volunteer Task-oarce. Cther public andstudet
voluntee plartings were teld over thenexttwo to three
years. PEEC menbers Quick Keller, Graig Martin, and
Jom Hogan dong with mary other community
voluntees, and otherbotaniss were inwlved.Even Tom
Uddl planted atree ortwo nearthe Mitchdl Trailhead!
with the stulents.

Thetrees were four to
eight inchestall when
plarted. Sedlingsin
protedive sleeveswere
storedin theHogansO®
backyard and tendedby
studens. The wluntee
group wasall owedinto
the thenclosedfored to
plantthe tres with rodk
mulch andto water then
by hard. Duringthe
lenghy fire dosure,
volunteging was away
to acess ad monitorthe faest anl trails.

Fou orfive years laterin the Mitchdl and Peimeter
Trailsin North Community, over athree-day period in
Octdber,2007, there was aproject to stug thenew
forest. One sxth gradegroupper day hiked fran
Mountain Schoolto ther studysite. Circular dots o
1/20" acre were used and plot certers were permarertly
marked © they may might berereadby futureclasses.
Datawereanalyed intheclassrom with ead clas.
Los Alamos Gunty OpenSpae, USGS, the Voluntee
TaskFarce am theP4garito HateauWatershed
Partnerkip were inwlved.

The 48-inch PorderosaPineseedling hal gown. The
tallest neasurednthestudysitewas59inches. The
averag heght was 2.4inches.The aerag density of
trees cantedby classe taudnt by Mrs. Plotneg, Mrs.
LaDuke ard Mr. Orr was76trees jgr acre.

OWe contedthe rumber d treesin 1/20 aae plds and
measured their haéght,Oreportedthe studerts. All were
asled towrite asonethingto contribue toan aticle for
the rewsm@per.

OWith thedata ve pu together gaphs. Theseshowed
usthatin the areas where the treedersity washigher,
the aerag heght went cown,Owrote thestudetts.
OWherihe treedersity was lover, the aerage héght
wert up. We think this is becausewhen there are more
trees ina certainareathere ae nd asmany nurients aid
asmuch water to go around, o these trees haverOt
grown gquite asbig.

OThese da thatthe sixh gadecollectedtell usthat the
forest that wasbured is coming badk. Weleamed it is
impottant to have trees in our forest, but nat too mary,
oz or itwill not behedthy. Whenthere ae nore than
¥ 150trees m anacre,theforest isconsicered
unhealthy. Before the Cerro Grande Fire there were
2000treesper &re insone area! Wealso larned
' how to keepthe trailsandforest realthyandsafe.

' We nav undestandthat,just kecauseve carOt see
' the new forest, doesn® mean there is not one. In

- abaut a cetury, the® treeswill be \ery tall and we
might have ou greenforest tack O

N There is nore tolearn. Watchfor a sunmer

BN evering hike
sporsoredby the
Volunteer Task
ForceandPEEC.
We will learn abou
succes®n and
cdled red data
just aghese
studentsdid! !

Field cience:

sixth grades from
Mountain School in
2007 measure growth
\ and ounttreesin an
“ area lurned ly the

Photoscontibuted byJohnHogan Cerro Gandefire.



Tow nsendOsSol itaire Adopts White Rock
Family

[—

by Marjorie Setlen
Photo by the auhor

Whenthis Lird first garted
fluttering at ny window, |
bdiewe it waslate October.
There wee leaes o the
locust trees, but they were e
turningyellow. The birdwas &=
not dstinctive incoloror
Size, just agreyish, medum-
sizedlittle guy with white in the tail and alittle buff
coloron his wings.

Forall hisconmonlooks, his kehavor was nost
unugial. At first | thowght hemust fave hithis headon
the window and been knocked alittle looney. His
fluttering and saatching a the window was urrelenting,
restingat the window sill or falling to the gound
panting when he seamed exhauwsted Afterashort reg,
he was atit again wuntil | fully expectedhim to die atany
time. | ewven triedto scare im away from thewindow by
making nases ad waving my hards.

Thinking he was sesing through the window to the sky
throudh arotherwindow, | blocked the window andat
onetime ewen guck up ore ofthosehawk silhauettes.
Nothing seened toprevent im from self-destructio.

In desperatior calledmy neighborBecky andtold her
of themystery In mnutesshewasat ny door ard
couldsee tlat ny prablemwas rot just ny imagnation.
She quickly identified the bird as a Townsend's
Solitaire,alocal and not & all uncommon speciesanda
samewha seaetive visitor to heryard also. His white
eye rings were ore of his distinguishing marks, as were
hiswhite outer tall feahers. My StokesField Guideto
Birdsaso confirmed his species dthough the photo in
the book showed arather fat, fluffy creature ard this
little guy was slimandtrim, probally be@ausemine was
a mature lrd. Becky informed e thatthey eatjuniper
berries ard will winter around areasthat can supply
them. Our yard ifull of maturejunipertrees,so we
concluledthat re prdablywould not darve todeath.

Becky emailed arequest forideasthat mght hdp keep
this bird, who was by now becoming aPEEC problem,
alive. Goad swggestionscane bak, but orly ones Ihad
tried ealier. Othe thantapirg paper toall my windows,
the sdutionsthat were triedonly drove thebird toa
differert window and he continued the same behavior.

After about aweek of this obsessive behavior, | cameto

beliewe thathe was ateast eting andprabablywould not
die. He was flutterirg lessandsitting on thesill or in a
nearbytreetwig andgazng into the rousewith what
seemedlike a truging look. Curioudy, he seemedto
follow me,sitting outside the window of whatever room |
wasin. He alsocalledhisloud, shap "eekeeK sourd
often. This isthe"squealy wheel" sainddescribé inthe
bird books, which Becky was alscheaing around her
house just afew blocks away, so we knew his kin were
arourd.

Onedayl naticed that hewassitting onthebranchjust
outside the shop where | practice my flute and seamedto
be listeling to me play

Whenl stoppedhe sing andwhen | played re listenel.
That is vhenhe aquiredhisnane,"Solo." It may seem
ridiculous, but this birdwasto me awild pet.| looked fa
him every day ard learned to recognize hs loud flute-like
warhe.

AsFall tumed to Winter | saw lessand lessof him, but |

have never quit looking for him and listening for his call.
Helives inthis areaand now | know heprobaly will be
back Butif not, | enjoyed aur slort friendship.
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Rare Sun grebe Spott ed inNew Mexico

by Diane Noveroske and Stephen Fettig

OWhat is singrebe?@oumay ask Sincethis kird had
newer been enin the United Statedeforethis fall, you
most likely have never hard d it unlessyou hawe traeled
to sauthernMexico, tropical Central @ Sauth America.
The Sugrebe(Heliornis fdica) is the orly menber d the
genusHeliornis and itbelangs to a fanily with justtwo
otherspeciestheAfrican Finfoot andthe Masled Rnfoot.
The Sugrebeis atropicalbird that inhabits svanmps and
marshesandhaswelbedlobesonits feetlike other gebes
andcoots. It is ashybird that swms inslow-flowing
streans and secluded waterways, sometimespartly
subrerged. It dives well but rarelyflies unlessalarnmed.
The Sulgrebefeedson a variety of aquaticlife, fish, and
waterplants. )
. G AL
What makesthis k:'f
bird so uniqueis 5__&’ :
that themale ha =
mausupial-like g
poudesunde
its wings, which
are usedto "
trarsport his
young! (Cort.
nextpage)

Sungebephoto:Sdly King, © StephenFeitig



Accordingto anarticle by B. C.R. Bertand, Ojn
obsener] dis®veredthat themale ha ashallowpocket
unde eachwing into which thetwo youngcanfit. The
pocketis formedby a pleat of skin, and made more
seaire by the eaters on tle sde ofthe baly justbelow.
The head ofthe chcks cauld be see frombelow as the
bird flew.O(Seethe article about Heliornithidaeat
http://montereybay.com/creagus/sungrebes html)

A Surgrebewasphotagraphedby Sdly King on
November 13,2008 in aditch onthe west sideof the
Marsh Loopat Bosqie dé ApacheNationalWildlife
Refuge. Sdly did not recognize thebird and took her
photosto the Visitor Certer. The staff there bdiewvedit
to be a young Read-necked Grebe. OnMonday,
November 17, Sally cortactedStepten Fettig (Bandelier
Nationd Monumert wil dlife biologist) and asked him to
look at ter plotos,for shedid not reallythink it was a
youngRednecled Qebe. Sewe sispectedvhat itwas.
After checking hisbird books alout Mexco ard Central
America,he ®nfirmed itas aSurgrebe. Thatevening
Stewe sem outthe wordto birdng edists andfriends.
The birdingworld was allaflutter ard therushwas m
to se anl phobgraphthe bird agan!

The nextmorning Sewve, Bruce Panowski, NancyCox,
Carol Davis, Raymond VanBuskirk, and Jery
Oldenettel net atthe Bosque atthe st near theMarsh
Deckwherethe bird had beenphotaraphed They
seaarchedfor two hoursto no avail. The group deddedto
breakup, and Jerry spdted theSungrebeon the eat side
of theMarshLoop. Within minutes,thewhade group,
driving only alittle bit over thespeedimit, was thee.
Forover anhour they watchedandphotaraphedthe
bird as it swamalorg theditch. It was feethg and
looked vely healthy.

The goupwaslooking for band onthelegs. Forit to be
courted dficially aswild bird, there rrededo be god
evidencethat itwasnot an exapedzoo bird. The lack
of legbards was cafirmed whenthe bird climbedover
a water catrol stricture,making thelegs visible. The
plumage apearedo be ingoodshapeandna like a
bird that hadbeen trarsportedby soneone.

Over thenexttwo weels manyothe pe@le triedto find
the Singebewithout ludk. Diane Noverosle sgnt
seweral hairs over two days Novermber B ard 29) hut
could nat find the bird. There were unofficial,
uncanfirmed sghtings onthe23rdand25" of
November. A few pe@le nistakenly idertified the
Piedbilled Grebein thesane ditchasthe Singebe.

Formore hotosof the Sungrebe,go towww.narbaorg.
At the tottomof the mge ontheright side, look for the
Surgrebelink under tre ORcentField ReprtsO action.

What became of the Sungrebe? Were there more
sightings? Diane daes rot know. This certainlywas a
unique ard inaediblesighting of a very interestiry bird,
apparatly sofar fromhome. %

Th e Great B ackyard B ird Co unt

Stewe Fettig, aleade in local ativities inwlving birds
writes, OFr Feb.13-16, 2009, | want toget theword out
abou theGBBC within Los Alamos,with the gpal d
getting as mudh participation as possible. You can list me
as thelocal contact,662-6785"

The GreaBackyard Brd Countis anannuwal four-day
event that en@ges brd watchersof all ages incourting
birds to create areal-time snapshot of where the birds are
acrosghe caitinent. Last year, 9,805216individual
birds, 635 species were counted. Anyone, begnnersto
experts, can participae. 1t@free funand easy Pandit
helpsthe brds. See hav to doit at
www.birdsouce.ag/gbbc,andcall Stewe. 3

Feb.7-8 Birding Trip to Ber nardo, Bosque
del A pache and Rosy-finches

The Sugrebemay behardto find by now, but thousands
of waterfowl, cranes ard geesewinter along the Rio
Grarde etwea Belen ad Socaro. Waterfow resenes
provide eay bird watching, and PEEC is plaming atour
of thearea®n Feb.7. Cranesandgeesewill be feeding
beforebegnning the migrationnorth. A member d the
Friends of Bosque del Apache told us, Orou are likely to
hawe 80 or socrares an maybe 2,000light geese,
which ought tooffer sone prety rewarding viewing.OAs
a special treatparticipants m thetrip will be received a
the Rosyfinch bandng stationatopSandia Creston
Surdayafternon, Feb.8.

PEEC members free $10 ron-membes. Please regster by Feb.
4. Participants ae responsible for our own travel expenses. Info
Shest avaiable atPEEC Nature Center. Contact Becky
Shankland, sharkland @cybemesa.com

Sat. a.m., Feb.7: Sef-guided bur of Bemardo Waterfowl
Area,approx.27 milessouth of Belen.Drive theloop road
through the areaand sop for viewing or photography onor
within two feet of the road. Sat., Feb.7: Picnic, tour of
Bosque del Apache, approx.10 mlessouth of Socorp. Meet
at the picnic grounds rear the Visitors Center for lunch. A
guided van pur of the Bosque wil beled by Friends of the
Bosqueat 1 pm. Sun, noon, Feb.8: Sandia Crest Rosyfinch
birding sation, atop SadiaCred, elev. 10678 fed, ead of
Albuquerque. Inside Sandia Crest Hous€e'cafeteria. Only in
Colorado and Mw Mexico, and only in thedead ofwinter, can
all threespeciesof rosy-finchbe ®entogeter. Lean moreat
/Irosyfinch.com/sandia.html
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F amily Nature Co nnection:

Rascals of the T rees
by Michele Altherr

I recently watched an entertaining on-line video called
Squirrel Obstacle Course

(http://www flixxy.com/squirrel-obstacle-course.htm),
and it made me think about my relationship with the
squirrels in my backyard. Was there more to them than
the pests that raid my bird feeder or the frisky creatures
that cause my dog to bolt across the woods?

They are one of the few local mammals that can be
watched daily. This makes squirrels a great subject for

nature journaling. Just open a
notebook to a fresh page, record
the date and the weather, and
begin scribbling down or
sketching what you notice. Over
time you’ll begin to see that each
squirrel has a distinctive
appearance and unique
personality. Also in your journal
write down your wonderings.
“Are they more active in the
morning or in the afternoon?”
“Do they use their tail to :
communicate?” “Where are their h
nests?” You may even discover :
answers as you continue your
observations. Remember that
squirrels are wild animals, so just
use your eyes and ears to observe them.

Perhaps you are lucky enough to have the stunning
Abert’s squirrel, Sciurus aberti, in your backyard.
They are gray with darker sides, red-tinged back, white
belly, and bushy tail. Their ears have distinctive black
tufts at the tips and are the reason that they are also
called the Tassel-eared squirrel. Actually, they are
named after John James Abert, an American naturalist
and military officer who headed the Corps of
Topographical Engineers during their mapping of the
West in the mid 1800s.

Abert’s squirrels live above 5,000 feet and are highly
adapted to life in the ponderosa pine forest, which
provides the squirrel with food, shelter, and places to
raise young. You can spot the Tassel-eared squirrel’s
1- to 3-foot diameter ball-like nest of twigs in a
ponderosa tree crotch 20-40 feet off the ground.
Within the ball is a small inner chamber lined with soft
materials such as grass, leaves, and shredded bark.
Abert’s squirrels especially like to build their nests in

Jan. 2009, Sioux Street, by Esta Lee Abright.

"witches’-brooms," growths of small pine twigs infected
by dwarf mistletoe, which they also eat. They are
diurnal, resting in their nests at night and moving about
during the day.

All squirrels are rodents and have four special gnawing
teeth that grow continuously throughout their lives.
During the warmer months, Abert’s squirrels feed on the
flowers, tree buds, and developing pinecone seeds of the
ponderosa pine, as well as underground fungi found near
mature ponderosas. In the process they spread seeds and
fungi spores that rejuvenate the forest. They are active
during the cold winter months. When food is scarce,
they feed on pine needles and the inner bark of twigs,
although these foods are less
nutritious. Winters with long
periods of snow cover make it very
hard for the Tassel-eared squirrel to
«# find food and survive.

In the spring when staminate flowers

of the ponderosa appear you might
L witness a mating chase during which
several males pursue a female from
sunup to sundown. Three to four
young are born about 40 days later.
Abert’s squirrels are well adapted to
life in the trees with double-jointed
hind legs, four fingers, and vestigial
thumbs to better climb. They can
jump eight feet from tree to tree.

Whether your backyard squirrels are
Abert’s squirrels or another species, they are bound to be
interesting to watch.

Fascinating Fact: Fossil records suggest that squirrels
originated in North America 36 million years ago. They
diversified and found their way to every major landmass
except Madagascar, Australia, New Zealand, and
Antarctica.

Book Suggestions: 1) Earl the Squirrel by Don Freeman,
author of the well-known Corduroy books for children.
This is a fictional picture book about a young squirrel
who goes out in search of acorns to bring home to his
mother. 2) Squirrels: The Animal Answer Guide by
Thorington and Ferrell. "A completely authoritative
scholarly guide to the biology of a group of organisms
and... a completely readable, fully illustrated, and
fascinating introduction for the general public." --
National Museum of Natural History Weekly Update &
Forecast. !

References: eNature, Tree of Life Projed, IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species Wikipedia.
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From Duck Weed to B lue Lettuce:
The Long and Short of PE ECOs Herbari um

By Chick Keller

Los Alamos Guntyis home toan anazng variety of
plants,mostly native bu alsosone interesting (and
sonetimes trollesong) na-natives. This isdue
largely to the County's large elevation change ard to
its conbinationof dry mesas ad moist cayons.

Many of our plantsare incedibly beaitiful. From
Springthrowgh Fall thereis aprogessionof flowers of
all colars andshaesthat we allenjoyon ourwalks.

In adlition there ae weedsgrassegover 16
spedes!), ssdgesand rushes, shrubs ard trees, cadi,
andotherless mticeableplantswhich errich our
emironment. The snallest isduckweed(asinde leaf
1-2 mm in diameter) which floats m still water. The
tallest isblue lettuce reacling eleven feet inheight.
Most beutiful ae pehapsyellow
lady slipper (known nowhere else
in theJenez Mourtains) an wood
lily, dthough you may hawe otrer
favorites inmind.

Plants add cdor, shgpe and texture
to our landscapes ard are a large
part d the beautyof our
community, performing many
tasls forus skh & stoping
erosionandproviding food for
birds, mammals, butterflies,and
othercreatures.County persamnel
andamateur pant lovers ofte
needto know more doutplantsfor landscafng or
simply managng local growth. Most plars neel
undisturbed il to grow in, but same, Ike aur ndive
sunflowers ai purpleastersseekout disturked ®il.
Disturbed ®il is also fome toNatue’s "shak troos,"
non-native plars, sichasrusdan thistle, which grow
densely (often unsightly) and die eachyea. This
speed theprocessf chan@ bak to undistubed
condtions. Mary pe@le wish toknow more dout
our locd plants: names uses, histories This is where
PEEC cones in.

As part d its missionPEEC hastaken a thetaskof
cdleding every speciesin the county and ultimately in
the ertire Jemez Mountain region. To date we have
docunented822 speciesaandvarieties inLos Alamos
Couwnty andsone 1200in theJenmez How dowe do
this and can the public see what we've done? To
document threse ants EEEC hasestaltishedthe

JemezMountain Herbarium with Chick Keller asthe
curator and Dorothy Hoard as writer, reeacher, and data
baseexpert(as vell asse\eral otler anateursandstudet
helpers). What is aherbarium? It'salibrary of plants--a
collectionof presseglarts sortecby Family, Genusand
Spedces.

The pressd plants are mounted on herbarium sheets
(stiff paper) which are lept inspecially desgnedair tight
cabinets PEEC's cdlection wasstarted vinenit received
fromthe U.S. Fores Service same 1100 sheets of plants
fromthe Sarta Fe Nationd Fored collected by a graduate
studen. Over thepast Syears EEEChasadcded hundreds
more. Also,when LANL foundout éboutour herbarium
theydonatedtheir ertire colledion, cabinetsandsugplies
to PEEC.

Eachplarnt hasa labé whichtells bdh itsscientific and
conmmon name, where ard whenit was found, altitude
habitat,colledor (anunber d colledionshawe bean
madeby interestd amateurs). Theseplantsare identified
by our extersive cdledion of plart books cdled"Flora."
Identificationustally requres ug ofa birocular
herbarium microsco with variablemagnification.
PEECSsis identical to those used & UNM's large
herbarium andwas prchase from donationsby our
Animal dinic of Los Alamos and two pairs d local
donas, DonandJudy Machen ard DonandDorathy
Hoard.

The herbdum provides tle plans forour popuar
display, "What's Blooming Now" (bath atthe Genter
ard on our Webdte).* Oneinnovation we have begunis
to indudea cdor photo d eachplart, since thedried
pressednres dten nt shav the gant asit is when
growing. Also, PEEChasanexcellert popular dant
idertification book and several smaller booklets for sale
to hdp you get startedn knowing ouwr localflora.

The pultic is welconme tocome inandsee arr herbarium
Se\eral ofyou hawe hdpedwith finding andcolleding
plants,or hawe u®d the hebariumto identify ones you
needto know. PEEC makesits calledion available to
statewide batanists ad as seh relps establishthe aras
where eatb species gows Many of ourfinds represen
the rorthernmost exent d sone sgecies. Most
herbarium work is doneduring TuesdayandThursday
afternoms.*™ Cone byfor a tou andseewha wetre up
to. !

*Webste: www.PajaritoEECorg ONatte QuidesO
**TuesdayandThursdayafternmns,12 nconto 4:(0.
Wood Lily drawing: Dorothy Hoard, from Flowering

Plants ofthe SuthwesternWoodlands p.102.
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PEEC

Pajarito Environmental Edation Center
3540 Orange St.

P.O. Box 547

Los Alamos, NM 87544

PEEC This Week
weekly edmail alerts about
clas®s,evens, naure and
the envionment Anyone
who hasan email accaint

canrecave them. To stat,
send a messae to
Webmaser@pajaritoeec.org.
Theseweekly e-mail alerts dways
include PEEC activitiesand
local information about nature.
Y ou ako cancontibute gpropriate
notices.

Contact PEEC:

Attend classes lectures

programs, events.

Visit the Nature Center.
Sign up for PEEC This
Week.

General Membership $35
Livin g Lightly $20
Non-Profit Sponsor $75

1 Newsletter and PEEC This Week for up to 3

Becone a meanber.
Volunteea in many ways.
Donate

PRESORTE!
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
LOS ALAMOS, NM
PERMIT NO. 152

Joining Is Easy!

Tea off this form, fill it out, and mail
it in with your check.

Doit today! Thank yau.

Exchangelight bulbs.
Stop using plastic bags.
Regycle printer cartridges.

organizational members. Name(s):
Penstenon $60 | Address
Benefits of membeship plus t-shirt or canvas
shopping bag.

Phone:

Sunfl ower $10(

Benefits above plus addtional t-shirt or canvas
shopping bag.

Shop inour store.

Use he web siteto find out

how, plus much more.
www.Pajarit oEEC.org

Wild I ris Donor $250
Benefits above plus Muench cdffeetable bodk.
Skyrocket Gilia Donor ~ $500

We will contact you to determine how
recognizethis generots level ofdonation.

Wood Lily Donor
$1000

We will contact you to determine how ©

recognizethis generots level ofdonation.

Number in Household:

Plea® mntact me aout volunteaing.

PEEC isa non-profit 501(c)3
organization.

Donations are tax-deduwctible.

dhkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk Kk

Mail chedsto:
PEEC
PO Box 547
Los Alamos, NM 8754
Att: Membership

*kkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk kkkk k%
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